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Attention: Alabama Nursing Employers
Please allow me to clarify a few items regarding advanced practice nursing disaster or emergency circumstances. ABN Administrative Code §610-X-4-.16 – Special Circumstances – includes several provisions allowing LPNs, RNs, and advanced practice nurses to assist in responses to public health emergencies, national disasters, or local disasters, when a facility activates its unique emergency plan. 
The emergency plan, which generally is approved by the facility’s executive committee may allow advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs), including any of the four APRN (CRNP, CNM, CRNA, and CNS), to be utilized in an alternative care delivery location, through standing orders or approved protocols that offer medical oversight and direction to the APRN. This is allowable and encouraged under §610-X-4-.16, provided that the alternative care delivery models do not exceed either scope and standards of practice for specific APRN role or Alabama statute.
The following is an example of a specific question received by ABN staff:
“Can I prescribe meds, treatments, therapies, order chest X-rays in the ICU if my hospital disaster plan says I can without collaborating/coordinating/being supervised immediately by a physician?”
This is exactly the sort of question that should be addressed through the appropriate leadership channels at your facility. The medical executive committee typically approves and determines what level of care may be provided by the APRN during the declared emergency response.  Again, the medical executive committee may approve and provide medical direction through approved standing orders or emergency protocols, assisting with provision of medical direction and oversight for these APRNs. The APRNs scope of practice and practice guidelines may assist you as you further develop or find a need to revise your emergency plan response, to this evolving crisis.
In short, the ABN does not intend for these rules to be restrictive; they are written to provide latitude and flexibility to facilities providing patient care. We realize that facilities need to develop their responses based on the needs of the community and patients during times like these, and we encourage them to do so.  Further information on the unique skill sets of CRNAs and their potential value in responding to COVID-19, is available here.
Thank you for your time and attention and thank you for your continuing efforts to help Alabamians in need. Please feel free to direct any questions or comments to me, at Peggy.Benson@abn.alabama.gov .
Sincerely,
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Peggy Sellers Benson, RN, MSHA, MSN, NE-BC
Executive Officer
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